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        COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Comberton Parish Council Meeting  

held on  

Wednesday 8
th

 June 2022 at 7.30pm at Comberton Village Hall. 

In attendance:   

Cllr Scott (Chair), Cllr Martin (Vice Chairman), Cllr Hollick, Cllr Westgarth,  

Cllr Michel, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Fear, Cllr Moffatt  

and Cllr Russell. 

 

Members of the Public: Five - including two representatives from the Greater Cambridgeshire 

Partnership 

Clerk:  A Bridges 

 

22-23/20. Apologies for Absence – none  

22-23/21. To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda and details 

of any dispensations held and to receive written requests for dispensations for interests and to 

grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate (if any)       

Cllr Scott informed the meeting that he was contracted to farm some of the land owned by a 

property consortium, in relation to item 27.2. It was agreed that he should not be involved in 

discussions. 

22-23/22. Comments & observations from members of the public & County and District Councillor    

Reports       

A member of the public spoke about the proposed retirement village and discussed her concerns 

that the properties would be unaffordable to most people.  She also queried the increased amount 

of traffic and lack of medical staff in the village. 

A second member of the public felt that the potential development would urbanise the existing 

green belt area, having a detrimental effect on wildlife, where it is proposed to be built.   He also 

questioned where the additional wastewater will flow, as the drainage system was already 

stretched.  

The member of the public lastly requested that the County and District Councillor written reports 

should go on the Parish Council website and this was agreed, when they are sent to the Clerk. 
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22-23/23. Cambourne to Cambridge project update  

The meeting welcomed Jo Baker and Laura Gates from the Greater Cambridge Partnership, who 

attended to give a presentation on the prospective Cambridge to Cambourne (C2C) transport link.  

They described how the project aims to improve public transport into Cambridge, which is heavily 

congested with traffic.  The public consultation will end on July 11
th

 and residents are encouraged to 

share their views at https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/c2c-eia-2022 

Cllr Moffatt voiced concerns that the project may have a negative effect on Comberton and 

Hardwick,  as motorists will no longer be able to turn left on Long Road, increasingly the possibility of 

increased traffic. This view was shared by the Parish Council, and they were encouraged to compose 

a joint response to the consultation.  

22-23/24. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on May 11th, 2022 

It was proposed by Cllr Westgarth and seconded by Cllr Martin to approve the May 2022 Parish 

Council Meeting minutes. All approved. 

22-23/25. Matters arising or carried forward from the last meeting or a previous meeting and to 

note the Clerk’s report 

Cllr Martin spoke about the highly successful weekend of Jubilee celebrations, where large numbers 

of residents enjoyed all the carefully planned events.  Cllr Martin expressed her gratitude for the 

volunteers and parish councillors who helped organise and plan the event. The Chairman and the 

Parish Council also greatly thanked Cllr Martin for all her hard work and dedication that went into 

planning the events, which will be remembered for many years.  

22-23/26. To consider an application for co-option to Comberton Parish Council 

It was Proposed by Cllr Moffatt and seconded by Cllr Martin to co-opt Jessica Marshall back to the 

Parish Council.  All agreed. Cllr Marshall agreed to continue her work on the HR, Recreation Ground 

and Transport Working Group and the Planning Committee.  

22-23/27. Planning Matters 

27.1 To receive a report from the Planning Committee.  

22/01835/HFUL - 28 Green End, Comberton. CB23 7DY – no comment 

22/01811/HFUL - 48 Hillfield Road, Comberton. CB23 7DB – no comment 

27.2 To discuss the prospective planning application from Endurance Estates 

The Parish Council discussed the potential planning application from Endurance Estates for a 

retirement village on green belt land, south of Branch Road, Comberton.  The Clerk informed 

the meeting that she had contacted Greater Cambridgeshire Shared Planning team to 

request that a representative attends the July Parish Council meeting to discuss this further. 

The Parish Councillors discussed the possibility of green belt land being released for 

development under the national framework for planning.  Cllr Russell asked if the potential 

new properties could be released to be purchased from any age group, if they failed to sell 

as retirement homes, and it was confirmed that the developer could apply for this in the 

future.  
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The Parish Council agreed to invite Endurance Estates to a joint meeting with Greater 

Cambridgeshire Shared Planning and the Parish Council, at the September 8
th

 Parish Council 

meeting.  This will be on the condition that Endurance Estates confirm that they will not 

submit a full planning application before that date.  

 

22-23/28. Finance, procedure and risk assessment  

28.1 To receive the finance report and to approve the payment of accounts (list of invoices 

to be listed at the end of the agenda). 

 This were approved by all. One abstention.  The Parish Council questioned the payment to 

SCDC for uncontested election costs and the Clerk confirmed this was sent to all Parish 

Councils. 

28.2 To approve setting up a standing order for salary payment for staff. 

This was agreed by all.  

28.3 To consider three quotes for the removal of the old railway carriage in Watts Wood. 

Due to the high costs of the quotes to remove the railway carriage, it was proposed by Cllr 

Russell and seconded by Cllr Martin, to seek volunteers via the Comberton Contact 

magazine, to restore the railway carriage with support from the Parish Council. This was 

agreed by all.  

28.4 To consider quotes for the Ash tree near the recreation ground car park. 

It was proposed by Cllr Westgarth seconded by Cllr Martin all agreed to accept the quote for 

£760 (plus VAT) to cut the deadwood of the diseased Ash tree.  

28.5 To note the internal audit report 2022. 

Noted, no comments. 

28.6 To consider grant requests from Comberton Library summer reading scheme and 

Cambridge Search and Rescue  

It was proposed by Cllr Westgarth and seconded by Cllr Hollick to support Comberton Library 

with £100 donation.  All agreed.  

It was agreed by all to not pledge a donation to Cambridge Search and Rescue at this time. 

22-23/29. Staff matters  

The Clerk confirmed that she had competed her CiLCA qualification and asked for clarification in her 

hours of employment.  It was proposed by Cllr Martin and seconded by Cllr Russell that the Clerk 

should be continues to be employed for twenty hours per week on point SCP22 of the Local 

Government pay scale. This was agreed by all. 

22-23/30. To approve the updated Code of Conduct from SCDC  

This was agreed by all.  
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22-23/31. To receive reports and items from committees, working groups and members for 

information: 

 31.1 Recreation Ground Working Group  

Cllr Martin confirmed that the working group would be exploring quotes for a new 

skateboard ramp and MUGA, which would be installed in one half of the tennis court area.  

The working group and the Clerk would be seeking funding options for this.    

Cllr Martin also spoke of the future pavilion and recreation ground village consultation, 

which the working group hope to start in the autumn. This aims to give residents the chance 

to give their views on what they would like to be included in the future pavilion and 

recreation ground upgrade. 

 31.2 Pond Working Group  

 Cllr Hollick confirmed that the working group aim to have three quotes to clear the silt and 

remove the island in the pond for the July Parish Council Meeting.   

Cllr Hollick stated that as quotes to line the pond were more costly than anticipated and 

possibly unnecessary at this stage, this next stage of work would be evaluated next year. 

 31.3 Tree Working Group – Watts Wood maintenance plan. 

 The Tree Working Group confirmed that the Watts Wood maintenance plans included 

cutting back the over-hanging trees over the main pathways. They also proposed that the 

entrance up to the wildlife sign and the area used for Forest School, would also be cut back 

to provide a safe environment. The working group proposed that dead wood should be 

removed if considered dangerous, but consideration should be given to older trees which 

have value to wildlife.  

The working group also aim to start installing bird and bat boxes and it was agreed that 

volunteers donations should be in Contact Magazine.  

 

22-23/32.  Items for the next meeting      

The meeting ended at 9.38pm.   

 


