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COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 

Thursday 10th November 2022 at 7.30pm at Comberton Village Hall. 

In attendance:  Cllr Scott (Chairman), Cllr Martin (Vice Chairman), Cllr Hollick,  

Cllr Michel, Cllr Moffatt and Cllr Marshall.  (13 seats, 4 vacancies)  

Members of the public:  3 and County Councillor M Atkins 

22-23/69. Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Westgarth, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Russell gave their apologies. 

22-23/70. To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda ] 

Cllr Scott will not be present in the meeting in agenda item 81 due to being a tenant farmer on the 

identified land for the potential planning application. 

22-23/71. Public Participation – (15 minutes)  

A member of the public spoke of their concerns that the Parish Council did not represent the views 

of residents during the meeting with Endurance and Inspired Living.  Cllr Marshall confirmed her 

written reply to the member of the public and reinforced that the aim of the Parish Council was to 

reflect the views of parishioners and a further meeting with residents would be held in the next 

week.  Cllr Marshall also spoke of aim of the Extraordinary Meeting, which to gather as much 

information as possible from Endurance, to ensure that the Parish Council were able to prepare for 

the forthcoming submitted application.  This meant that public participation time was limited. 

A second member of the public questioned the requirement for Cllr Scott to not participate in any 

discussions on the prospective development.  The Clerk confirmed that this was essential as Cllr 

Scott had declared a declaration of interest and this advice had been reinforced by CAPALC. 

The member of the public also asked if the current recreation ground questionnaire was related to 

gaining S106 funds from Endurance.  Cllr Martin replied that would be used as evidence in  applying 

for grant funding to bring new facilities and upgrade the recreation ground.  Cllr Martin confirmed 

that it was not related to the proposed development. 

Cllr Scott and 2 members of the public left the meeting at 7.57pm.   
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22-23/72. County and District Councillor reports       

County Cllr Atkins started his report by explaining the differences in LHI (Local Highway Initiative) 

bids submitted to Cambridgeshire County Council, which now have lower thresholds and smaller 

budgets available to local communities. County Cllr Atkins also spoke about the 20mph speed limit 

area applications which open in January 2023. 

Cllr Atkins spoke of the Barton Greenways consultation and Cllr Michel asked why the Comberton 

area is classed as rural, when there are many commuters to and from Cambridge.   Cllr Martin also 

discussed concerns about the number 18 bus, which are less frequent and unreliable, meaning 

residents are struggling to use them. Cllr Atkins spoke about the increase of subsidised buses before 

2024 which would hope to improve the number of buses available. 

22-23/81. Endurance Estates and Inspired Villages proposed development  

Cllr Hollick felt that Endurance failed to satisfactorily answer questions concerning the development  

being proposed on green belt land which was not in the Local Plan, which was agreed by all. 

Cllr Marshall felt that residents had offered very constructive feedback to the Parish Council and  

welcomed any background research or further opinion on the proposal. Cllr Moffatt confirmed that 

the Parish Council were advised by SCDC to work with the prospective developer to establish a 

relationship, to enable the best outcome for Comberton residents if planning is granted.  

County Councillor Aktins asked the Parish Council the major factors that may affect the community if 

the development went ahead. Cllr Michel spoke of the already overstretched GP surgery being of 

great concern, as Endurance confirmed that they would be providing a ‘consulting space’ rather than 

medical staff.  County Cllr Atkins agreed that access to health services would deteriorate, and the 

surrounding villages would also be affected. 

Cllr Moffatt spoke about the capacity for sewage and surface water on the overstretched drainage 

system.  Cllr Michel spoke about the strain on local roads network, which are narrow and already 

congested at peak times.  

Cllr Atkins left the meeting at 8.30pm and Cllr Scott entered the meeting. 

22-23/73. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 13th 2022 

It was proposed by Cllr Moffatt and seconded by Cllr Michel to approve the October Parish Council 

Meeting minutes. All agreed. One abstention 

22-23/74. Matters arising/Clerks report (for information only) 

The Clerk reported that quotes were being collected to replace the village signpost, which was 

showing signs of deterioration.  The Parish Council discussed the option of building the base higher 

around the post to add support. 

The Clerk reported that a new tree survey would be undertaken in the next few months and Cllr 

Moffatt requested that the Parish Council could consider replacing the Oak tree in the recreation 

ground. 

The Clerk informed the meeting that new email addresses were being investigated for all the Parish 

Council, after reports of emails being rejected due to the email address currently used. 
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22-23/75. Planning Matters 

75.1 To receive a report from the Planning Committee.  

S/2626/18/FL -64 Barton Road – single story dwelling.  This was approved by the Greater 

Cambridge Shared Planning Committee, despite the objections from the Parish Council 

Cllr Martin and the Parish Council expressed her thanks to Cllr Marshall for her work on the 

Planning Committee. 

22-23/76. Finance, procedure and risk assessment  

76.1 To receive the finance report and to approve the payment of accounts (list of invoices 

to be listed at the end of the agenda). 

It was proposed by Cllr Martin to approve the payments and seconded by Cllr Hollick. This 

was agreed by all. 

76.2 To consider the budget for grant applications for the current financial year 

The Parish Council agreed to consider this with the 2023 – 2024 budget. 

76.3 Progress against budget from April 2022 to October 2022. 

This was noted by the Parish Council. 

76.4 Budget considerations for the 2023/24 precept for Working Groups 

The Clerk requested that each working group is required to consider the expected 

expenditure for future projects to be included in the forthcoming budget plan. 

76.5 To consider the grant request from Baptist Church for £4,250 for April 2023-March 

2024 for the EDGE project 

Cllr Moffatt proposed to donate £4,250 to the EDGE project, and this was seconded by Cllr 

Michel and approved by all. 

76.6 To consider the grant request from St Marys Church for grounds maintenance 

It was agreed that the Parish Council was unable to donate to St Marys Church ground 

maintenance due to guidance from NALC.  

22-23/77.  To consider the United Drains additional invoice 

It was agreed by all that the Parish Council would not pay the additional invoice for the work 

described by United Drains on surveying the inlet and outlet to the village pond, as this was not 

agreed in writing or verbally by the Parish Council beforehand. It was also noted that the agreed 

report had still not been sent as previously agreed in July 2022 and it was noted by Cllr Michel that 

there was little difference between the work undertaken in the second invoice from that in the first. 

22-23/78. Tendering for grounds maintenance contract from 2023-2026 

The Clerk informed the meeting that the tendering process was now out of date and requested 

assistance in going through the specifics of the tender document.  This was agreed by the Parish 

Council to be postponed until Cllr Westgarth is present at a meeting. 

22-23/79. Discussion of Thornbury grounds maintenance 
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Cllr Moffatt proposed that the Parish Council pay for the hedge to be cut behind Thornbury onto the 

pubic by way and this was seconded by Cllr Martin. This was agreed by all. 

22-23/80. Parking outside Comberton Village Hall 

The Parish Council discussed the parking from local businesses and residents on the footpath 

opposite the Village Hall,  making access on the footpath difficult. 

End of meeting 9.45pm 

Dates of next meetings: 

Thursday 17th November 2022 at 7.30pm – informal meeting with residents regarding Endurance 

Estates and Inspired Living development proposal. 

Wednesday 14th December 2022  at 7.30pm– Parish Council Meeting 

 


